February 22, 1973 

Dear Harold, 

Thanks for your letter of 1/27. Nice to hear from you again. 

l'ra writing to pass on some bad news : Jim Schmitt died a few weeks 
ago. I got the news from a member of his family. You may know that his 
mother died about a year ago, and that he was quite upset about that. Also, 
he was in a serious car accident early in January, I don't know how well 
he was recovering, but I gather he was very disturbed. Anyhow, he hanged 
himself on Jan, 21. I was told there is no reason to suspect foul play, 

I was asked not to try to contact his father, who is in pretty bad 
shape. The family is concerned about Jim's files, which are locked up; I 
have offered saik to help sort them out. (I don't expect they will be doing 
anything for a while.) The neighbors in Portland are sort of taking care 
of Jim's father, 

I knew Jim had been having problems and was given to depression, my 
but l‘m still surprised and saddened hyfcckkm by the news. He was certainly 
one of the sharpest people I've worked with. 

I've mainly been catching up on odds and ends, i'll be in touch when 

I am more caught up. Che of the ideas I have been thinking over is getting 

some sort of sensational' gaa fea aia factual article done for November. 

A good candidate seems to be the link Jim found between the Odio incident 
and the CIA plots against Castro. You may recall that Jack Anderson was 
interested in our stuff, but thought it too complicated to get into. I 
intend to write Joe Goulden (idiom you said last year was sort of 

interested in the case) and see if he has any interest in this. It's the 

sort of project I wouldn’t want to do myself, if only because it would require 
getting involved with ; lots of rather dangerous Cuban types . let me know 
your reaction. 

Sincerely, 

faJl 



